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Bureau  for  Texas 

TEXAS  is  as  large  as  France,  Germany,  and 
the  British  Isles  taken  together.  It  is 
capable  of  sustaining  a population  more 
than  six  times  its  present  number,  and  the  possibil- 
ities before  it  with  the  opening  of  the  Panama  Canal 
are  beyond  computation.  Its  history  reads  like  a 
romance.  Its  climate  is  varied  and  delightful,  and 


KING  HOME  GIRLS 


there  can  he  no  doubt  that  it  is  entering  upon  a 
period  of  great  prosperity  and  development. 

It  is  said  that  one-ninth  of  the  Negro  population 
of  the  United  States  resides  within  the  area  of  the 
“Lone  Star  State.”  This  statement  alone  indicates 
the  vast  field  of  opportunity  for  missionary  work 
in  this  section. 

The  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society  has  two 
Homes  under  the  care  of  this  Bureau.  Both  are 
housed  in  buildings  too  small,  too  old,  too  inade- 
quate in  all  respects  for  the  work  they  are  expected 
to  do. 


KING  HOME,  MARSHALL 

This  Home  is  beautifully  situated  on  a slight  ele- 
vation in  a suburb  of  the  city,  opposite  Wiley  Col- 
lege, a Freedmen’s  Aid  institution  in  which  our 
girls  have  their  literary  instruction.  The  Home 
can  care  for  but  a part  of  the  girls  attending  the 
College,  but  those  fortunate  enough  to  be  under  its 
roof  have  the  training  in  home-making  that  is  given 
in  all  our  Industrial  Homes.  Not  only  housework 
— learned  by  actually  doing  the  work  of  the  Home 
— but  sewing,  dressmaking,  millinery  and  domestic 
science  are  taught.  The  girls  outside  come  to 
various  Home  classes  and  are  eager  for  the  train- 
ing. “If,”  says  the  Superintendent,  “we  can  teach 
every  girl  who  enters  Wiley  to  mend  and  darn 
nicely,  to  cut  and  fit  by  pattern  and  to  make  her 
own  clothes,  we  shall  have  done  much,  but  if  she 
wants  to  go  farther  we  can  give  her  two  years  in 
the  practical  work  of  a regular  dressmaking  estab- 
lishment. 

“If  we  teach  her  to  prepare  well-balanced  meals 
and  serve  them  properly,  and  also  something  of  the 


chemistry  of  foods  and  how  to  prepare  food  for 
the  sick,  etc.,  we  shall  have  accomplished  still  more. 
How  much  this  will  mean  in  the  future  homes  of 
these  girls,  who  can  tell  ?” 

ELIZA  DEE  HOME.  AUSTIN 

This  Home  was  opened  in  October,  1904,  in  the 
building  now  occupied,  a small  house  with  but  four 
rooms  on  each  floor.  A room  near  by  has  been 
rented  for  the  sewing  departments.  In  spite  of 
the  cramped  quarters  and  the  consequent  difficulties 
in  almost  every  direction,  the  students  have  made 
marked  progress.  How  they  regard  the  work  from 
their  own  standpoint  is  shown  by  quotations  like 
these : 

One  girl  said,  “Who  will  do  for  us  when  we  go 
out  what  this  Home  has  done?”  Another,  “If  I 
can  only  influence  other  girls  and  women  to  a 
higher  life  I shall  feel  that  I can  repay  in  some 
small  way  the  Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society, 
which  has  made  possible  my  training.”  From  a 
third  comes  the  testimony,  “I  never  knew  the  great 
field  for  work  in  the  world  until  I came  to  Eliza 
Dee  Home,  and  was  taught  in  our  missionary  meet- 
ings, in  the  prayer-meetings  each  week  with  our 
Christian  teachers,  and  by  the  example  of  self- 
sacrifice  shown  us  by  those  living  among  us.” 

One  cannot  expect  the  best  results  from  a Home 
like  this  when  three  sleep  in  a bed  and  eight  in  one 
room ! “A  place  for  everything  and  everything  in 
its  place”  cannot  be  taught  effectively  under  such 
conditions,  especially  when  there  are  neither  closets 
nor  dressers  for  the  rooms.  Teachers  cannot  give 
as  many  years  of  service  when,  overworked,  with 


tired  bodies  as  well  as  brains,  they  try  to  manage 
under  such  conditions. 

Eliza  Dee  Home  is  on  a beautiful  hill,  only  four 
and  a half  blocks  from  the  Capitol.  It  has  lovely 
grounds  and  only  needs  better  accommodations  to 
make  it  truly  a guiding  light  for  an  ignorant,  help- 
less race. 


Woman’s  Home  Missionary  Society 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
150  Fifth  Avenue,  New  York  City 
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